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Why No Color Revolution in China?
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Why don’t the educated
Chinese revolt against the
Communist rule and bring
about democracy in China?

A Question from Quora

That’s my home town in
1990 and in 2010, and

it explains everything.

Reply from a Chinese student



Two Stages since 1949

From 1949 to 2025:

The First Stage
(1949-1978)

Laying the political, economic and
social foundation

The Second Stage

(1979-Now)

Take-off and rapid rise, and
China’s found its way



1. Economy ( IMF 2026)
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DAILY PROTEIN AND VEGETABLE SUPPLY

(CHINA VS USA)

Daily per capita protein supply. OubWorkd ) . )
1061 1O 2021 Vegetable consumption per capita, ourWorid
Average daily per capita protein supply, measured in grams of 1061 1O 2021
total protein per day. Average per capita vegetable consumption, measured in kilograms per
person per year.
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Data source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (2023) Learn more about this data

Data source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
a measures the availability delivered to households but does (2023) - Learn more about this data

not necessarily indicate the quantity of protein actually consumed

(food may be wasted at the consumer level).

Note: Data is based on per capita food supply at the consumer level, but does
not account for food waste at the consumer level

OurWorldInData.org/food-supply | CC BY X s OurWorldIinData.org/diet-compositions | CC BY &




Life Expectancy
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2. Science and Technology

Science and technology | The great experiment Science and technology | Red moon risen
Can China become a China has become a
scientific superpower? scientific superpower

T 7 sis that scientific greatness :
The .h-\ po-the is that suentm% BESae From plant biology to superconductor
requires freedom of thought is about to be

physics the country is at the cutting edge




China leads the US in 57 out of 64 critical technologies
(ASPI, Aug. 2024)

Technology

Advanced aterials and manufacturin
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3. Military

US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth (April 2025)

China's hypersonic
missiles can destroy all US
aircraft carriers in 20 minutes.
In every war game played by
the Pentagon, the US loses to
China.




4. Soft Power

o The Arab Spr | g? An
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Rise of a Civilizational State

- An amalgam of an ancient civilization and huge modern
socialist state

- Four “supers”: populatmn, territory, traditions, and culture
(each a blend of Ql(f@i’d new)

- Four “unique
politics

§”: 1 unlque language, society, economics and
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The Party : “holistic interest” Party
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The First Unification in 221 BC Unified Confucian Ruling Entity



Meritocracy:
Selection + Election




Legitimacy:
Minxin vs Minyi

Minxin




Consultative Democracy:
Neo-Democratic Centralism




The China Model of Modernization

« Holistic interest Party vs. partial interest Parties
« Selection + election
« Balance of Minxin and Minyi
« Consultative democracy
« People’s livelihood first (Minben)
« Good governance vs. bad governace
rather than democracy vs autocracy
o Practice-based reasoning, not dogmatism
« A mixed economy (public/private, Internet industry)
« Balance of three powers (political, social and capital)
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GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS

The decline of the West and rise of the rest

1.

2. An alternative model: Yes and No

3. No: China does not export its model
4

. Yes: all nations must explore its own modernization
model in the light of its own national conditions

5. From Unipolarity to Multipolarity

6. Russia as a revolutionary, China reformer, and USA
abandor

7. A multipolar world order is to be born

8. China+ASEAN vs. US+Europe as a contrasting model for
the world to come



MANY THANKS




